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not well educated, but fairly intelligent, told us that this
boy had always been a lazy fellow, never fond of school,
and had had difficulty in learning, particularly reading.

Physical examination showed Rupert to be a large,
strong lad, in very good general condition. Except for
a rather dull expression, nothing of any significance was
noted.

Some element of mental dullness was due, no doubt, to
indulgence in masturbation, which the boy acknowledged,
and this, of course, may have accounted for the slowness of
mental reactions.

Naturally, at our institute, the question of a psychosis
in this case has been considered over and over again.
Dementia has been pretty surely ruled out because of the
boy's good control of his mental processes in some respects
at all times. Then he has shown definite improvement on
several types of tests when reexamined at a considerable
interval. He did better on Binet tests, on continuous
subtraction, and on the association test for opposites,
where a better score was made for time and accuracy.

His delinquencies, which consisted of running away from
home, long periods of idleness, during which he has
loafed about and become involved in stealing and bur-
glary, may be partly explained by his laziness due to bad
sex habits, possibly by the influence of adolescence, and
by bad companionship, the latter factor accentuated by
the lad's social suggestibility. Aside from all these forces,
however, the boy presents a problem difficult to adjust
because of his peculiar mental make-up which cannot be
altogether disregarded in any constructive efforts under-
taken in his behalf. That he has special abilities in work-
ing with concrete material and in visual powers, that he
has, likewise, quite a specialized disability, as shown in all
tasks requiring the use of language, is of practical signifi-
cance in determining his future, just as it has been an